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Welcome to ourcommunities bitesize research bulletin on child poverty in Dorset. This
edition will include a local perspective on a national issue using data to build a picture
of child poverty across the County and identify priority areas.

Child Poverty data









Underhill has 45% of Children living in Poverty
Preston has only one in ten children living in
poverty
Housing costs increase poverty by approx. 10%
East Dorset has the lowest levels of Child
Poverty 17%...
...but Three Cross and Potterne Ward in East
Dorset has a third in poverty
Proportion of children in poverty in Dorset have
increased since 2013
There are no children recorded in poverty in
Shaftesbury Underhill
Rural Marshwood records 38% in poverty

Top 10 Wards for Child Poverty in Dorset

Identifying those more likely to be in poverty
The local data starts by classifying children in poverty if they live in families in receipt of out of
work benefits or in receipt of in-work tax credits where their reported family income is less than 60
per cent of median income.
The map highlights Wards across Dorset with high (red) proportions of children in poverty.
The data illustrates high levels of child poverty both within the urban areas of the County,
particularly Weymouth, and the rural areas of the County. High proportions of child poverty are
found in the predominantly rural areas of Lyme Regis, Beaminster, Marshwood Vale and Langton
Matravers.
The data may well reflect the relatively low wage levels experienced in rural Dorset as
unemployment is actually very low in the County.
It should also be borne in mind that the number of ‘all children’ in some of the rural areas may well
be quite low so it would not take many families to be in receipt of in-work credits to generate high
percentage levels.

What can be done?
The data and research that has been undertaken
here can be used to help identify areas with
potential problems relating to child poverty. This
work should also be utilised in future research
and help to inform and prioritise service delivery
and early intervention initiatives. Deprivation is
the primary cause of poor outcomes for children
across the country and Dorset is no different.

Like more info?
A more comprehensive
dataset looking into child
poverty in Dorset is available.
For more information:
Contact: Pete Jackson;
Research and Policy team,
Chief Executive’s Department
p.p.jackson@dorsetcc.gov.
uk 01305 224614
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Data source: The End Child Poverty
coalition http://www.endchildpoverty.org.uk/

